Evidence that spinal cord thyrotropin-releasing hormone is independent of the paraventricular nucleus.
To determine whether neuronal perikarya containing thyrotropin-releasing hormone (TRH) in the paraventricular nucleus project to the spinal cord, this region of the hypothalamus was ablated by a midline electrolytic lesion and the spinal cord assayed for its content of TRH. In contrast to the marked diminution of TRH in the median eminence, there was no significant change in the TRH content in the spinal cord. These results indicate the absence of significant afferent input of TRH-containing perikarya in the paraventricular nucleus to the spinal cord.